UNDERSTAND YOUR FPART

Cur call is to serve not only in our comfort zones
but also reaching out to places we have maybe
never considered. The rrucking environment
ensures us, the church, opportunity to serve, fulfill-
ing God's will.

“And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into
the highways and hedges, and compel them ro
come in, that my house may be filled” (Luke
[4:23).

¢ One church member, entire churches, associa-
tions, or state conventions can be a part.

o A CB radio near a road where trucks travel.

* Truck stops to place Bibles, tracts, rapes
{music/preaching), hold Bible studies, and other
ministry with owners permission.

® Drivers in your church can become missionaries,
giving testimonies when they are home. This
gives thern an active part in their home church.

At the Big Cabin Truck Plaza, Big Cabin, Okla.,
Frank Pierce works with Craig-Mayes Baptise
Association. Frank says, “A truck stop ministry
can be a mission project for the entire church lay
ministry, mission training, tapes, and college stu-
dents 211 surrendered to the mission field.”

- There are many options of ministry in this field.
How can we assist you as God leads?

ther information on trucking ministry contac:

~ The Special Ministries Unit
North American Mission Board, SBC
4200 North Point Pkwy.
Alpharetta, GA 30022-4176
(770) 410-6000




Richard settled inte the lonely truck-stop booth.

This Petre statien in Carnesville, Ga., held unmis-

takable evidences of the lonely life of leng-distance

drivers. They were a trucker's connection to the warld
that sped by. Richard’s spirits were low, and as he locked
at his surroundings his depressicn engulfed him.
Richard looked at his meal. It may have been as close
to heme cooking as he could get, but it was nowhere
near close encugh. He should be heme.

Had he been home, maybe she wouldn't have left
hirm. The last conversation he had with his wife tor-
mented him.

Now, he was failing to find answers to his despair.
What was left to live for? Why should he go on? As far
as Richard was concerned, the road held ne hope—
just more friendless meals that could net fill his heart.
Silently, Richard rose frem the booth. There was no
reason ferhim to keep feeling this pain. He had the
power to stap it himself. He could end it tanight.
End it. The finality of Richard’s decision hit him hard.
How had his life become so hopeless that he wanted
to commit suicide?

On his way to the truck, he saw the chapel. He
entered the building—shaking, broken. He did not
want to face anyone, yet the personwhe approached
him was so welcoming that Richard soon found him-
self pouring out the regrets that plagued him.

The compassionate individual listened attentively
te Richard’s feelings of emptiness, and then offered
words of hope. The counselor told Richard of the
healing love of Christ—ofhow Jesus died on across

to forgive Richard's sin. Mo matter how farhe trav-

eled, |esus would never leave or farsake hirm.

The compelling werds of the counselor slowly warmed
Richard's heart, He wanted to be forgiven. He wanted
anew beginning. He wanted Jesus. And there in the
chapel, he invited Jesus to be his constant companien,

Teday, Richard continues to enjoy his new lifein
Christ and velunteers at a mission in his home areaq.
Had there not been a truck-stop ministry at that
Petro station in Carnesville, Geargia, this story would
have had a much different ending. Richard may have
ended his life in the cab of his truck, and he may never
have received Christ as his Savior,

Truck-stop ministries reach the long-distance drivers

who experience loneliness in a way few will ever know.

UNDERSTAND THE NEED
In the United States there are 7 to 8 million men and
women whose profession it is to travel dur nation’s high-
ways daily.

* They arc away {“’“1 ﬂ“'l"ll'i-:', ﬁu_ml.a, Lhur-:.'iw.-c, and
COmmuUnity.

Many spend days, weeks, and months out on the road.
Society stereotypes them in a negative way becanse of
the culture they live in.

Their daily routine of deiving: 10hours and taking an
e l"hl’ l'fli'.'ll] I'.'ITqul'C (918 "N:iit!}'l" (K] l!}q_'l.d Or 'I.ll,‘l:hlad “l‘i.- (S
drivers a lot of time to think.

Many drivers are Christians and need fcllmwhl
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the need to minister to drivers. Retired from the Air
Force, Duane reaches out to those who travel on 1240
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